CITY OF BLACK DIAMOND
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
June 15, 2020, 6:00 PM
Zoom Virtual Meeting

1) FLAG SALUTE, CALL TO ORDER, and ROLL CALL
Commissioner McCain called the meeting to order at 6:02 p.m.

Present: Commissioners: Jensen, Butt, McCain, Ekberg, Ambur,
Olson
LaConte (arrived at 6:07 p.m.)
Excused:
Unexcused:

Staff: Barbara Kincaid, Community Development Director
Carina Thornquist, Deputy City Clerk

2) APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Regular meeting of June 9, 2020
Commissioner Jensen Motioned to approve the June 9, 2020 minutes
Second Commissioner Olson
Vote, Motion passed 6-0

3) PUBLIC COMMENT
See Written Public Comments which are attached

4) PUBLIC HEARING
None Scheduled

5) STUDY/WORK SESSION

Workshop to develop the Preliminary Docket for the Annual Amendment to
the Comprehensive Plan

Commissioner McCain turned the meeting over to Community Development
Director Barb Kincaid to give an overview of the Comprehensive Plan
amendment process. (Commissioner LaConte entered the meeting.)

She reported that she had several public comments emailed to her and that
these comments had been provided to the Commissioners and would also be
attached to the meeting note; emails were reviewed among the Commissioners
and discussed.
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6)

7)

8)

Director Kincaid noted that many of the comments were about the Comp Plan
map that had been revised last year as part of the Comprehensive Plan update.
She recommended the Comp Plan map not be placed on the docket and
explained that we received a $50,000. grant from the Department of Commerce
for a Housing Action Plan to do an in-depth study of the housing that would be
useful for doing an in-depth study of the land use buildout and housing needs.
There was ongoing discussion about the purpose of the Housing Action Plan.

Director Kincaid discussed each item she had recommended on her proposed
draft docket. She talked about how the priority needed to be getting full
certification of the Plan from the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) by the
end of the year. Because of the Covid-19 pandemic, it has shortened up the
timeframe for the year to get work done and we needed to be realistic about
how much could get done this year.

An in depth discussion took place on these items of what needed to be done,
what could be tackled this year and which topics would need to be tabled.
Director Kincaid clarified that the Zoning Map had not been amended, only the
Future Land Use Map was changed last year as part of the Comprehensive Plan
update. Ms. Kincaid recommended changing the third bulleted item under the
Number 4 in the list, Transportation, to expand this to looking at revising the
entire map figure, as needed, for the conceptual 20-year future transportation
network. She explained the map in the Comprehensive Plan may not be
accurate.

Director Kincaid and the Commissioners reviewed the Matrix of Public
Comments to have a better understanding of what the citizens’ concerns are and
what should move forward to the Public Hearing.

Commissioner Jensen Motioned to move the draft Preliminary Docket for the
Comprehensive Plan as discussed to a Public Hearing on July 7, 2020.

Second Commissioner Olson

Vote, Motion passed 6-1 {Commissioner Ambur)

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
NONE

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT REPORT
NONE

ADJOURN

Commissioner Olson motioned to adjourn.
Second by Commissioner Butt

Vote, Motion passed 7-0
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THE MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:33 p.m.
These minutes were respectively recorded by Carina Thornquist, Deputy City Clerk

ATTEST:
\ ‘ 4 L
) @@cwu
Pam McCain, Chairperson Plannihg Commission éecre@
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Carina Thornquist
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From: Angela Rossman Fettig <angimal80@hotmail.com>
Sent: Sunday, June 14, 2020 8:58 PM
To: Barbara Kincaid; Planning Commission
Subject: Public Comment 6/15/20 Planning Commission

To:
bkincaid @blackdiamondwa.gov
planningCommission@blackdiamondwa.gov

Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT 06/15/20 . Correction

Dear Planning Commission,

When the Comprehensive Plan Future Land Use Map was discussed at the June 9 Planning
Commission meeting, a city staff member commented that more analysis was needed before
"reverting” it back to the 2009 Map. This is not correct. The Map changes adopted in 2019
were not analyzed prior to that change, as evidenced in the Plan itself and the meeting audio
and materials leading up to 2019 Plan adoption.

With the 2015-2035 Comprehensive Plan update, Black Diamond's Future Land Use Map was
changed to allow a significant increase in Medium Density Residential housing (8 to 12 per
acre) and Commercial/Mixed Use development in future zoning. However, this change was
done improperly, with no analysis of those 2018-2019 Future Land Use Map change impacts,
such as :

* Housing and housing type analysis, and how the goal of having a mix of housing for all
income levels will be affected.

e Analysis of the impact on school capacity of additional residential development.

* The impact on the city’s police and emergency services.

° The economic impact of the loss of “Light Industrial” zoning (which typically generates more
tax revenue and jobs than residential development).

* The impact on neighboring cities and King County.

¢ The impact on parks and wildlife.

e The impact on roads and traffic.

If you look at the Comprehensive Plan to see how the analysis would show up, the
Transportation Appendix is a good example. It includes Black Diamond’s two approved Ten
Trails Master Planned Developments (MPD’s). However, it does not include road or traffic
analysis of changing other areas of the city to a future higher impact land use.

Black Diamond already has zoning and land use approvals to accommodate far more growth
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than Black Diamond’s regional share per the King County Growth Targets and Growth
Management Act. Expanding roads to and from Black Diamond would not only burden
taxpayers, it would destroy our small-town feel and encourage more long-distance
commuting.

Please move to adopt the above reasoning, and the specific change below into the Preliminary Docket for the
Comprehensive Plan in the 2020 Annual Amendment Process:

Therefore, the City of Black Diamond Comprehensive Plan is Amended As Follows:

The Future Land Use Map in the Black Diamond Comprehensive Plan is replaced with the
following map: Figure 5-1 on page 5-25 (page 109) of
http://ci.blackdiamond.wa.us/Depts/CommDev/planning/2013/FinalPlan 092209with20112012a
mendments.pdf , (the 2009 Comprehensive Plan as amended in 2012).

It is unfortunate that the record must be corrected like this, however, to assume that the map
changes the community is worried about were properly analyzed would be to move ahead
based on false information.

Thank you,

Angela Fettig



Carina Thornquist

From: Allison Ostrer <aostrer21@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 13, 2020 10:03 PM

To: Barbara Kincaid

Cc: Planning Commission

Subject: Excluded public comments

Dear Planning Commission,

Please hold a full public hearing with a draft Preliminary Docket that includes all of the public’s suggestions for
changes to the Comprehensive Plan. After that hearing, please discuss and vote on each of the public’s
suggested amendments.

Thank you,
Allison Ostrer

Sent from my iPhone
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From: Duane Garcia <duane@nwreonline.com>
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 10:32 AM
To: Barbara Kincaid; Planning Commission
Subject: Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT 06/15/20. Hold a Public Hearing on All Public Suggestions

Dear Planning Commission,

Please hold a full public hearing with a draft Preliminary Docket that includes all of the public’s suggestions for
changes to the Comprehensive Plan. After that hearing, please discuss and vote on each of the public’s
suggested amendments.

Thank you,

Duane Garcia
360-886-9928



Carina Thornquist

From: dawnis m <dawnis2@hotmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 14, 2020 8:27 PM

To: Barbara Kincaid; Planning Commission

Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT 06/15/20. Hold a Public Hearing on All Public Suggestions

Please hold a full public hearing with a draft Preliminary Docket that includes all of the public's suggestions for
changes to the Comprehensive Plan. After that hearing, please discuss and vote on each of the public’s
suggested amendments.

Thank you,
Dawnis Sparks

Dawnis2 @hotmail.com
206-280-6866




Carina Thornquist

From: CenturyLink Customer <g.davis001@qg.com>
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 11:09 AM

To: Barbara Kincaid

Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT 06/15/20

- Careful review of Comprehensive Plan and other documents will be needed to make informed
~ decisions as to what changes and corrections are advisable.

~ City staff have not been providing accurate information about zoning map and proposed changes.

- One example is Weston Buitts indicating on his permit application's SEPA Check List that his

- property is zoned Community Commercial, this is not correct. It is zoned Light Industrial.

~ Itis still shown "Light Industrial" on the current zoning map. Until a proper application including
- proper zoning is submitted it should not be considered for a permit.

- There are previous public suggestions to the Planning Commission regarding changes to the

- Comprehensive Plan that should have shown up in Agenda Packets but some have not.

- This goes back to last year! There are also poorly document actions with regard to the Future Land
- Use Map that should be reviewed.

~ There are a large number of suggested changes from the public to the Comprehensive Plan that
- should be adopted by the Planning Commission.

| Please send all the public's changes forward to a full Public Hearing.

Regards....Gary Davis..................



Carina Thornquist

From: Jay Weeks <jayweeks07@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 14, 2020 12:35 PM

To: Barbara Kincaid; Planning Commission

Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT 06/15/20. Hold a Public Hearing on All Public Suggestions

Dear Planning Commission,

" Please hold a full public hearing with a draft Preliminary Docket that includes all of the public’s suggestions for
changes to the Comprehensive Plan. After that hearing, please discuss and vote on each of the public's
suggested amendments. As a Black Diamond citizen | am concerned with the lack of public input and would
like for the community's suggestions and concerns to be understood before any decisions are made.

Best regards,

Jay Weeks
(206) 261-1954



Carina Thornquist

From: Kristen Bryant <kristenbry@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 14, 2020 9:06 PM

To: Barbara Kincaid

Cc: Planning Commission

Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT 06/15/20: Traffic impacts, Lake Sawyer Road, and Comprehensive
Plan

Re-sending with corrected subject.

-On Sun, Jun 14, 2020 at 9:03 PM Kristen Bryant <kristenbry@gmail.com> wrote:
. Hello Planning Commissioners!

Last week you received a memo from Traffic Engineer William Popp as input to your Comprehensive Planning process.

The memo was commissioned by Save Black Diamond after on-going review of the Ten Trails traffic reports and plans
- from 2009 through the latest Ten Trails Preliminary Plats this year.

- The memo focuses on Lake Sawyer Road and 216th (along the northwest border of Black Diamond) traffic analysis in
the 2015-2035 Black Diamond Comprehensive Plan. The issue identified is that the Ten Trails buildout by 2035 sends
- enough traffic on that road to warrant at least 3 lanes (a center turn lane) on Lake Sawyer Road and more (5) lanes

- north of 292nd (the Lake Sawyer Store).

- The current Black Diamond residents' homes along Lake Sawyer Road and the neighborhood next to the Lake will find it
- more and more difficult to pull out of their driveways or side streets. Again, this is based on the number of vehicles

~ that are forecast by your existing Comprehensive Plan and its Traffic Appendix. The road will be too full yet there is no
- plan to expand the road.

 The Comprehensive Plan should contain some project or requirement for how this issue would be resolved. The

- Planning process for Comprehensive Plans is not supposed to leave issues such as this one unaddressed. Of course,

~ there are potential re-zones that the Planning Commission held a hearing on last year to Palmer Coking Coal

- property. The re-zones would add dense development to the "Pipeline Road" area (Palmer Coking Coal parallel to

- Roberts Drive). which would send Traffic to Lake Sawyer Road, making it even worse. Lake Sawyer road can't handle
the traffic forecast from Ten Trails traffic in the current comprehensive plan.

Today, we can see new development going on in the area of the Lake Sawyer store and also on Sr 169. These impacts
also do not appear to have been analyzed in the Comp Plan.

Given that there is not much time to study this issue this year, it would make sense to find ways to reduce potential
development where the impacts (such as this traffic) have not been fully analyzed and development agreements are

not already in place. That would make it so a whole new traffic analysis is not needed.

Thank you for your time, and please let me know if | can provide more information.

. Kristen Bryant - 425-247-9619



Carina Thornquist

From: Kristen Bryant <kristenbry@gmail.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 14, 2020 9:04 PM

To: Barbara Kincaid

Cc: Planning Commission

Subject: Traffic impacts, Lake Sawyer Road, and Comprehensive Plan

Hello Planning Commissioners!
Last week you received a memo from Traffic Engineer William Popp as input to your Comprehensive Planning process.

The memo was commissioned by Save Black Diamond after on-going review of the Ten Trails traffic reports and plans
from 2009 through the latest Ten Trails Preliminary Plats this year.

The memo focuses on Lake Sawyer Road and 216th (along the northwest border of Black Diamond) traffic analysis in the
2015-2035 Black Diamond Comprehensive Plan. The issue identified is that the Ten Trails buildout by 2035 sends
enough traffic on that road to warrant at least 3 lanes (a center turn lane) on Lake Sawyer Road and more (5) lanes north
of 292nd (the Lake Sawyer Store).

The current Black Diamond residents' homes along Lake Sawyer Road and the neighborhood next to the Lake will find it
more and more difficult to pull out of their driveways or side streets. Again, this is based on the number of vehicles that
are forecast by your existing Comprehensive Plan and its Traffic Appendix. The road will be too full yet there is no plan
to expand the road.

The Comprehensive Plan should contain some project or requirement for how this issue would be resolved. The Planning
process for Comprehensive Plans is not supposed to leave issues such as this one unaddressed. Of course, there are
potential re-zones that the Planning Commission held a hearing on last year to Palmer Coking Coal property. The re-
zones would add dense development to the "Pipeline Road" area (Palmer Coking Coal paraliel to Roberts Drive). which
would send Traffic to Lake Sawyer Road, making it even worse. Lake Sawyer road can't handle the traffic forecast from
Ten Trails traffic in the current comprehensive plan.

Today, we can see new development going on in the area of the Lake Sawyer store and also on Sr 169. These impacts
also do not appear to have been analyzed in the Comp Plan.

Given that there is not much time to study this issue this year, it would make sense to find ways to reduce potential
development where the impacts (such as this traffic) have not been fully analyzed and development agreements are not

already in place. That would make it so a whole new traffic analysis is not needed.

Thank you for your time, and please let me know if | can provide more information.

Kristen Bryant - 425-247-9619



Carina Thornquist
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From: Kelley Sauskojus <kelleysauskojus@outlook.com>
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 11:27 AM
To: Barbara Kincaid
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT 06/15/20. Hold a Public Hearing on All Public Suggestions

Dear Planning Commission,

Please hold a full public hearing with a draft Preliminary Docket that includes all of the public’s suggestions for
changes to the Comprehensive Plan. After that hearing, please discuss and vote on each of the public’s
suggested amendments. As representatives of the community there is an obligation to listen to the voices of
the people affected. We are speaking, and asking you to listen.

Thank you,

Kelley Sauskojus
Black Diamond



Carina Thornquist
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From: Oleg Sergeev <olleser@gmail.com>
Sent: Saturday, June 13, 2020 10:33 PM
To: Barbara Kincaid; Planning Commission
Subject: ’ PUBLIC COMMENT 06/15/20. Hold a Public Hearing on All Public Suggestions

Dear Planning Commission,

Please hold a full public hearing with a draft Preliminary Docket that includes all of the public’s suggestions for
changes to the Comprehensive Plan. After that hearing, please discuss and vote on each of the public’s
suggested amendments.

Thank you,
Oleg Sergeev



Carina Thornquist

From: Philip Acosta <philamatic@comcast.net>

Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 11:39 AM

To: Barbara Kincaid

Subject: Planning Commission Comments for meeting on 6/15/20

Attention Barb and Planning Commission members

As you are all aware | have voiced my concerns many times in the past about the safety issues concerning Black Diamonds
major east/west thorough fare, 288th and its confluence with SH 169. This intersection has had many accidents over the last
ten years and with advancing development in our area it only has gotten worse with no mention of imminent upgrades.
Development is going to happen but it needs infrastructure to allow those of us residents who currently reside in this area to
feel safe and enjoy the community we love and are so invested in.

You have an opportunity today to speak up on behalf of current residents and address the shortcomings of previous traffic

studies and agreements with developers by generated new revised studies that take into account not only Black Diamond
development but all development that impacts this thorough fare.

Sincerely

Philip Acosta
Black Diamond



Carina Thornquist

From: Paula Ford <paulajdd@comcast.net>
Sent: Sunday, June 14, 2020 8:55 AM

To: Barbara Kincaid

Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT 06/15/20

Ms. Kincaid and Commission:

Many of us, | would say, who live in the Morgan Creek neighborhood, here in Black Diamond, which
is where we live, are concerned with the amount of traffic ever increasing through our town. We feel
there needs to be a widening of Hwy 169 to help accommodate this and also some round-abouts
added, or traffic lights, to be able to safely navigate our town and area. The intersections that meet
with 169 are increasingly dangerous and a major concern for us. Can this be addressed sooner rather
than later? We feel a two lane round-about would be helpful (or a traffic light) and some turn lanes
would be so helpful. But as close to the main road as some houses are, makes it impossible to widen
streets or even allow for sidewalks through town, which would make pedestrians and bike riders
safer. Hwy 169 is increasingly more a bottleneck going north and south.

These concerns include winter challenges with how flooding and landslides occur. People who work
north of here, in the Issaquah area, etc., are really stuck (like this past year) when flooding blocked
people from getting through on Hwy 18 and through the Hobart and Ravensdale areas and on
through to our area. They were forced to go I-90 and Hwy 167 and 169, however they could to get out
here. We need to prepare for traffic congestion that is quickly overwhelming us with people trying to
get out to Enumclaw and other areas.

We also have concerns about funding for schools that will soon need to be built with all the growth
happening here and on either side of us. Please keep this in mind when allowing growth and ensure
that developers pay their fair share for this important provision. | would hope this is included in the
budget for our future.

We are entrusting you with our town's concerns and appreciate all you are doing on our behalf! We
are pleased with how nicely Ten Trails has made the area look with all the foliage and trees they have
planted. Nice job so far, although it seems like they have not planned well for parking in the
development we have seen. This could be a real problem in the near future.

Bless you all as you continue to make improvements and work hard for our city. Hoping for traffic
improvements and safety improvements soon!

Sincerely,

Paula & Raymond Ford
Black Diamond, WA



Carina Thornquist
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From: Peter Rimbos <primbos@comcast.net>
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 9:42 AM
To: : Barbara Kincaid; Planning Commission
Cc: Brenda Martinez; Carina Thornquist
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT 06/15/20
Attachments: BDCP "20 Dkt--TAT Prop'd-BD Resp-TAT Rebut--MATRIX.docx; TAT Testimony--BD

PC--6-9-20.docx

Importance: High

Barbara and Planning Commission,

Good morn ing. Attached please find TAT's Written Public Comments for tonight’s Planning Commission Special
Meeting.

Please note we have taken the 12-pg Matrix provided in the meeting packet, extracted just TAT's proposed items for the
2020 Docket, and highlighted TAT's “rebuttal” (shown in the 5th column) to Staff's Recommendations (shown in the 4th
column). We believe this provides context needed by the Planning Commission as it discusses the proposed 2020
Docket. [Please note: The attached matrix also comprises 12 pages, because we have included the full description of our
proposed Docket Amendments, not simply the abbreviated representation provided in the Meeting Packet.]

Further, we encourage the Planning Commission to review TAT’s Written Testimony (re-attached for your convenience)
submitted last week for the June 9 Planning Commission meeting, as it specifically addresses all four of PSRC’s
conditions to be met for eventual full certification of the City’s Comprehensive Plan Update.

Thank you.

Peter Rimbos
Leader, Citizens’ Technical Action Team (TAT)
primbos@comcast.net

"To know and not to do is not to know. "-- Chinese proverb

Please consider our shared environment before printing.
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Citizens’ Technical Action Team (TAT)
Written Testimony

Presented to the Black Diamond Planning Commission, June 9, 2020
The Citizens’ Technical Action Team (TAT) presents the following Written Testimony

to the Planning Commission at its June 9, 2020 meeting for its consideration during the
City’s Comprehensive Plan Amendment process.

The Planning Commission received our extensive Technical Comments (as well as

our proposed Docket Amendments) City’s Comprehensive Plan last year. Tonight we
provide a summary (in no particular order) of the key aspects of those comments—all
related to the Comprehensive Plan’s Transportation Element (Chapter 7-
Transportation and Appendix 7—Transportation).

In addition, we describe how the four Conditions imposed on the City’s

Comprehensive Plan Update by the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) speak to
several of our Comments (see ALL CAPS BOLD below).

1. Transportation-Demand Modeling (TDM): No information on such modeling has
been provided, e.g., What was done? How was it done? What were the results? How
were the results used?

2. SR-169: There is a major disconnect in what is assumed and what actually is

planned in PSRC’s Regional Transportation Plan (RTP)—the successor to

Transportation 2040—adopted in May 2018. The RTP (see Executive Summary, p.

5) shows only a small portion of SR-169, just through part of the City of Maple

Valley, as slated for widening by 2040. The Update does not recognize this reality.
PSRC ADDRESSED THIS IN ITS CONDITION 1 (E.G., “SHOULD BE
AMENDED TO INDICATE THAT...THE TDM AND PROJECT LIST DO NOT
ASSUME A WIDENING OF SR-169"). Please note in order to meet this PSRC
Condition it is not enough to simply “remove references to WSDOT widening SR-
169,” as stated in the “2020 *Proposed* Preliminary Comprehensive Plan
Docket.” Rather, all related Traffic-Demand Modeling and subsequent Traffic
Analyses must reflect the removal of this assumption, which could have major
impacts on downstream analyses. : :

3. Funding Plans and Sources: There are no Contingency Plans (required by RCW
36.70A.070 Comprehensive Plans—Mandatory Elements.(6)(a)(iv)(C)) in place
should potential Grant monies fall short or simply not materialize. Should probable
funding fall short of meeting identified needs, a discussion is required of how
additional funds will be raised or how land use assumptions will be reassessed to
ensure that LOS standards will be met (RCW 36.70A.070(6)(a)(iv}{C) and WAC
365-196-430(2)(I)(ii)). Further, because new traffic modeling and analyses are
required per the MPD Conditions of Approval (i.e., once the 850-building-permit-
issued threshold is reached), we understand predicting what will be needed in future
financing plans remains a moving target. The City should recognize this reality, yet
makes no mention of it. The Master Developer-Funded Transportation Projects table
(now labeled the first“Table 0-10”) is not described in the text (nor referenced) and is
mostly blank. Such information is necessary to evaluate whether future traffic
projects will mitigate MPD impacts and whether or not the Update is adequate to
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meet the city’s Vision and the future needs of its residents. The MPD Development
Agreements will expire in 2026—far before full MPD buildout is achieved. This must
be recognized and assessed accordingly. We found no discussion of any of this.
Finally, Cost Estimates are not provided, but should be, for all transportation
capacity-adding projects for both the short term thorough 2021 and the long term
through 2035. In summary, a specific financial plan that demonstrates how the
transportation improvement program can be funded must be included, but is not.

PSRC ADDRESSED THIS IN ITS CONDITION 3 (E.G.,

"PROVIDE...CONTINGENCY PLANS TO ADDRESS ANY FUNDING

SHORTFALLS”). We support the following language: “Provide more detailed

explanation of contingency plans to address potential funding shortfalls

that may occur if the planned MPD improvements are not completed,” as stated

in the “2020 *Proposed* Preliminary Comprehensive Plan Docket.”

4. Population Estimates: The city’s estimate for future population growth is
deficient—it assumes ~2.5 people per new residence in the MPDs (e.g., 6,050
residences x 2.5 people per residence = 15,125 people). The current city ratio of 2.7
(2014: 4.361/1,627) reflects a relatively older population. However, since the MPDs
will undoubtedly reduce the average age of the City’s population (e.g., more younger
families with chlldren) a factor of at least 3.0 should be used, which would result in a
city population in 2035 at least 17% higher than assumed. Such a population
forecast discrepancy can have profound effects on traffic modeling and analyses, yet
this is not recognized.
PSRC ADDRESSED THIS IN ITS CONDITION 4 (E.G., "NARROW THE GAP
BETWEEN GROWTH TARGETS AND ANTICIPATED GROWTH?). We support
the following language: “Review all Plan Chapters to address inconsistencies
between anticipated growth, growth targets, and the PSRC regional Growth
Strategies and develop goals or policies that would help to better align them,” as
- stated in the “2020 *Proposed* Preliminary Comprehensive Plan Docket.” We -
consider this the most difficult task to be accomplished, as it impacts many major
assumptions and policies in the Comprehensive Plan.

5. Transportation Improvements: The city should not address road and intersection
improvements “incrementally with developments as traffic volumes increase,” as this
frequently leads to undersized improvements, which will require retrofitting in an
already-developed area. The State GMA calls for identifying the long-term scope in
advance, then assigning reasonable proportion of those improvements to each
development. We remain concerned the verbiage is not consistent. Several 2022-
2035 intersection projects listed in Table 7-9 are not shown as transportation
improvements in Figure 7-6. Because of these discrepancies, it is not clear these
projects are sufficient to ensure the city’s LOS standards are met. Further, although
traffic volume predictions, etc. are provided, there is insufficient explanation of the
2035 scenario. Figure 7-7 shows such predictions at 10 key intersections. These
must be consistent with the road network shown in Figure 7-6 and LOS performance
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listed for each in Table 7-11 (please note: in the approved Update, table numbers
start with “0” not “7,” in addition, there are two tables labeled “Table 0-10;” the Table
we refer to above, “Table 7-11,” is now the second “Table 0-10.”). We would expect
this all to be corrected and sufficiently explained in the text, but it is not. In fact, the
text simply states: “...additional arterial roads will be needed....” It must be kept in
mind the informaﬁon provided in Figure 7-7 is critical to evaluatmg future traffic
impacts and whether or not this Update is adequate to meet the city’s Vision and the
future needs of its residents; unfortunately, at a minimum, we have many concerns
with the traffic volumes predicted at several key intersections in Figure 7-7.

6. Transportation Concurrency: It is stated: “The City’s strategy to tie concurrency
directly to THE major developer within the City should give the City a step ahead of
most communities that struggle to keep up with maintaining concurrency
requirements.” This is true to a point, but it depends heavily on MPD Condition of
Approval 20—Traffic Monitoring Plan, which, according to the city’s Hearing
Examiner, has several flaws, which were not rectified by the City. One flaw is that
the MPD Traffic Monitoring Plan is to specify when engineering and design is to
begin, not actual construction to mitigate the problem. Such timing of mitigation is a
critical path for the city and its residents and businesses. The City does not
recogmze in the Update that the MPD Master Developer will be providing the bare
minimum to meet its local direct impacts, so that cumulative long-term growth could
be ignored until it is too late to address transportation infrastructure needs in a cost-
effective and timely manner—a Jose-lose proposition for both the city and the public.

7. Level of Service: SR-169 is a State-designated Highway of Statewide
Significance (HSS). The City agreed with TAT’s recommendation in an earlier
annual Comprehensive Plan Update to conduct Concurrency Testing on same. That
was removed in the current Update and should be re-instated.
PSRC ADDRESSED THIS IN ITS CONDITION 2 (E.G. "ACKNOWLEDGE THIS
DESIGNATION AND THE ASSOCIATED LOS”). We support the following
language: “Revise text to acknowledge HB3266 designation of SR 169 as a
highway of statewide significance,” as stated in the “2020 *Proposed* Preliminary
Comprehensive Plan Docket.” However, the Comprehensive Plan should go
beyond simply “acknowledg(ing)” this, but also explain the ramifications
associated with the "highway of statewide significance” designation.

PSRC, in its conditional certification of the City’s Comprehensive Plan Update, has
called for four conditions, as indicated above (note: we numbered them 1 through 4
above, although PSRC did not number them, it put them in that order), to be met, all of
which (items 2., 3., 4., and 7. above) were detailed in our Technical Comments (and/or
proposed Docket Amendments). We are pleased PSRC recognized these items to be
addressed in the City’'s Comprehensive Plan.

In the coming months modified and new Comprehensive Plan language will be
prepared by Staff (and/or a Technical Consultant), vetted internally, and “finalized” for
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release to you and, then, the City Council. This is where the city develops the “How” to
answer PSRC’s “What” needs to be included in the City's Comprehensive Plan.

During this process we urge the Planning Commission to ask questions of City Staff
(and any Technical Consultants procured by the City) to first understand what each
PSRC Condition means, e.g., what technical deficiencies did PSRC identify that need to
be addressed and in what specific ways the City can change its Comprehensive Plan
to meet same.

Thank you.

Peter Rimbos

primbos@comcast.net

425-432-1332

Leader and Transportation Focal
Citizens’ Technical Action Team (TAT)




Carina Thornquist

o
From: Steven Day <Steven_Day@msn.com>
Sent: Monday, June 15, 2020 9:44 AM
To: Barbara Kincaid; Planning Commission
Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT 06/15/20. Hold a Public Hearing on All Public Suggestions

Dear Planning Commission,

Please hold a full public hearing with a draft Preliminary Docket that includes all of the public’s suggestions for
changes to the Comprehensive Plan. After that hearing, please discuss and vote on each of the public’s
suggested amendments.

Thank you,

Steve Day
Black Diamond Resident



Carina Thornquist

From: Su Pinney <supinney@msn.com>

Sent: Sunday, June 14, 2020 5:28 PM

To: Barbara Kincaid; Planning Commission

Subject: PUBLIC COMMENT 06/15/20. Hold a Public Hearing on All Public Suggestions

Dear Planning Commission,

Please do not ignore the public's comments! As our representative, we expect that you will hold a full public
hearing with a draft Preliminary Docket that includes all of the public’s suggestions for changes to the
Comprehensive Plan. After that hearing, please discuss and vote on each of the public’s suggested
amendments.

Thank you,

Suzanne Pinney
206-650-5206

21820 SE 296th Street
Black Diamond, WA 98010



